Kazumasa Shimamatsu, MD, Shimamatsu Naika Iin (Clinic), Futsukaichi 709-1, Chikushino City 818 (Japan) Dear Sir, An increase in blood pressure has been considered as one of the factors which may contribute to the progression of chronic renal failure in patients with renal disease [1][2][3][4][5]. However, it has not been discussed in detail which blood pressure, i.e. the systolic or the diastolic (or mean), is more responsible for the progression of renal failure. Shimamatsu et al. [1] have previously reported that the diastolic blood pressure (but not the systolic) was significantly correlated with the progression (derived from plots of the reciprocal serum cretinine versus time) of renal failure in patients with chronic glomerulonephritis. As well, the progression rate of renal failure in patients with a diastolic blood pressure of less than 90 m Hg was significantly lower than that in patients with one of more than 90 mm Hg [1]. Bergstrom et al.
